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theland
Mobile Phone Use Policy
For pupils attending alternative provision and home education arrangements
1. Purpose
This policy sets out our expectations for the use of mobile phones and similar smart devices by children during alternative provision hours and on home education days. It is informed by Department for Education guidance that schools should be mobile phone-free environments by default and that mobile phone use should be prohibited throughout the school day, including during lessons, movement between activities, breaktimes and lunchtimes.
2. Scope
This policy applies to all children who attend our alternative provision, whether full-time or part-time, and to children who are educated at home on agreed home education days. References to mobile phones include smartphones and other devices with similar functions, including devices able to send or receive messages, access the internet, take photographs, record video or audio, or receive notifications.
3. Key Principles
Children should be able to learn, engage and take part in provision without distraction from mobile phones.
Mobile phones must not be used in a way that disrupts learning, affects safety, breaches privacy, or creates safeguarding concerns.
Parents and carers remain responsible for decisions about mobile phone access during home education days.
Our expectations will be communicated clearly to children and parents or carers so that rules are applied consistently.
4. Rules for Alternative Provision Days
Mobile phones are not permitted during alternative provision hours. Children must not bring, carry, use, check, access, or keep a mobile phone with them during alternative provision sessions, including lesson time, breaks, lunch, transitions between activities, off-site activities arranged as part of provision, and any supervised alternative provision time.
On alternative provision days, we expect children to hand their mobile phone to their parent or carer before attending provision. Parents and carers should ensure that the mobile phone is not brought to alternative provision. This supports a calm, safe and focused environment for all children.
If a child brings a mobile phone to alternative provision, or if we become aware that a child has a mobile phone during alternative provision hours, staff will respond in line with this policy and our behaviour and safeguarding expectations. We will speak with the parent or carer to ensure the mobile phone is not brought to alternative provision days in future.
5. Rules for Home Education Days
On home education days, mobile phone use is permitted only at the discretion of the parent or carer. Parents and carers are responsible for deciding whether their child may access a mobile phone during home education time and for setting appropriate boundaries for its use.
We may not always be able to supervise or monitor a child’s mobile phone use during home education days. Parents and carers should therefore consider online safety, age-appropriate access, screen time, privacy, communication with others, and any safeguarding concerns when allowing mobile phone use at home.
6. Exceptions
Any exception to this policy must be agreed in advance with the provision lead and parent or carer. Exceptions may include specific medical, safeguarding, special educational need, or disability-related reasons. Where an exception is agreed, clear arrangements will be recorded, including when the device may be used, who will supervise its use, and how risks will be managed.
7. Breaches of the Policy
If a child does not follow this policy, staff will deal with the matter calmly and proportionately. This may include reminding the child of the rule, asking the child to put the phone away if it is seen, contacting the parent or carer, and agreeing steps to prevent the phone being brought to future alternative provision days. Repeated breaches may be addressed through our behaviour procedures and may require a meeting with the parent or carer.
8. Parent and Carer Responsibilities
Ensure that mobile phones are not brought to alternative provision days.
Make sure children understand that mobile phones are not permitted during alternative provision hours.
Agree and supervise appropriate mobile phone use on home education days, where parents or carers choose to allow it.
Work with us if concerns arise about mobile phone use, online safety, behaviour, or safeguarding.
9. Review
This policy will be reviewed regularly and updated where necessary to reflect current Department for Education guidance, safeguarding expectations, behaviour procedures, and the needs of the children attending our provision.
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