@
theland

	Risk Assessment @theland


	Site / school name: 
	@theland – Carrolls equestrian, Eaves green lane, Meriden, CV7 7JL

	Name(s) of person(s) covered by this assessment: 
	▪ All staff ▪ All pupils ▪ All visitors ▪ All volunteers

	Tasks and activities covered by this risk assessment: 
	This risk assessment covers all activities completed when caring for the school animals: 
▪ Feeding the animals 
▪ Touching and carrying the animals
▪ Cleaning out the animals 

	Equipment and materials used: 
	· Cleaning utensils brooms, rakes, dustpan and brushes 
· Animal bedding hay, straw and sawdust
· Animal food 


	Location(s) covered by this risk assessment: 
	Animal pens and enclosures including shelters

	Name of person completing this risk assessment: 
	Laura Carroll 
	Date of completion: 
	1/8/2025

	Risk assessment approved by: 
	Laura Carroll 
	Date of approval: 
	1/8/2025

	Date risk assessment to be reviewed by: 
	1/8/2026
	Risk assessment no: 
	1 



	 Record of risk assessment reviews 

	Date of review: 
	Reviewed by: 
	Comments / date of next review: 
	



	Date of review: 
	Reviewed by: 
	Comments / date of next review: 
	


	Date of review: 
	Reviewed by: 
	Comments / date of next review: 
	









	What are the hazards? 
	Who might be harmed and how? 
	What are you already doing? 
	Likelihood 
	Severity 
	Risk 
	Do you need to do anything else to manage this risk? 
	Who will do this? 
	When must this be done? 
	Completed on: 

	Zoonotic diseases 

	Visitors  Volunteers 
Pupils 
Staff 
	· People are given hygiene and safety briefings before working with the animals. They are reminded not to touch their faces or put anything in their mouths while working with the animals and they are required to wash their hands immediately afterwards. They are reminded not to kiss the animals. 
· People are not permitted to eat and drink in the animal areas. 
· Hand-washing signage is in place to remind anyone who has touched the hens or their housing/ equipment to wash their hands. 
· Hand gel may be used for immediate visible contamination but additional hand-washing remains compulsory. 
· Fresh cuts and grazes are covered before working with the animals. 
· People are required to use a disinfectant boot tray when entering the land. 
· People with compromised immune systems are not permitted to work with the animals 
· The animal house and run area is kept suitably clean by being disinfected on a regular schedule. 
· People are not permitted to play in areas where animal waste is disposed of, for example around the muck heap/ any manure/composting pile
	1
	1
	4

	A handbook is provided for each student looking after the animals detailing the care needed.
Health and safety procedures during safety briefing at start of each session. Displayed throughout yard. First aid box point labelled and stocked.
Inform parents of first aid provided.
Staff to have completed first aid training kept up to date.

	LC
	1/3/2025 
	17/2/2025

	Allergic reactions and respiratory problems 
Contact with feathers, straw or bedding materials, inhalation of products such as diatomaceous earth 
	Pupils 
Staff 
Visitors 
Volunteers 
	· People with known allergies are not permitted to carry out potentially risky tasks such as adding bedding to the animal house. 
· People are reminded in their hygiene and safety briefing to let a member of staff know if they feel unwell at any point during or after working with the animals. 
· A low dust bedding will be used for the animal houses. 
· People have the responsibility to bring their own inhaler or epi-pen with them on site if they require it. 

	3
	5
	3
	· Ensure manager/ leader/ teacher is aware of any children with allergies and other staff are aware when working with the class after reading handbook or request form.
· Handbook to be offered to people to enable knowledge and reinforce rules and policies. 
· Health and safety procedures during safety briefing at start of each session. Displayed throughout yard. Fire procedures stated and meeting point. First aid box point labelled and stocked
· Request form completed for all children that lists allergies
· COSSH cupboard locked and contains medicines and chemicals to reduce any reactions.
· Purchase epi pen and inhaler to be kept with first aid box.
· Inform parents of first aid provided.
· Staff to have completed first aid training kept up to date.
	LC
	1/9/2025
	17/2/2025

	Injuries from the animals 
Scratches and pecks 
Nips or bites 
	Pupils 
Staff 
Visitors 
Volunteers 
	· People are briefed on working safely with the animals, including proper animal handling procedure. 
· They are reminded not to hold the animals in front of their faces or to push their fingers through the bars of the run. 
· Claws are trimmed if necessary 
· Husbandry tasks such as claw and wing clipping are carried out by staff if necessary. 
· Any animals that are consistently aggressive towards the children will be re-homed or culled. 
· Adult to be within viewing distance to children at all times and monitoring all closer interactions. 
· No unauthorized persons in pens with animals. 
	2
	3
	3
	Health and safety procedures during safety briefing at start of each session. Displayed throughout yard. First aid box point labelled and stocked
Request form completed for all children that lists allergies, if they can have animal interactions before attending.   Inform parents of first aid provided.
Staff to have completed first aid training kept up to date.
	LC
	1/3/2025
	17/2/2025

	Injuries from animal housing and equipment 
Scratches, cuts, splinters, bruises. 
	Pupils 
Staff 
Visitors 
Volunteers 
	· The animal house and run are checked on a regular schedule for maintenance issues. 
· Lightweight feeders, drinkers and appropriately sized tools are used. 
· People are briefed on safe tool use and modelled behaviour demonstrated prior to use. 
· People are not permitted to ride in wheelbarrows. 
· People are not permitted to climb gates or fences.
· People are not permitted to carry heavy items such as bedding bales. 
· Bumped heads require parents to be contacted. 
	1
	2
	2
	All tools and equipment are kept in a locked shed – children can access but staff hold the key. 
Inform parents of first aid provided. 
Staff to have completed first aid training kept up to date.

	LC
	1/3/2025
	17/2/2025

	Illness or injury from contact with health care products 
Allergies reaction, skin irritation, poisoning, respiratory 
	Pupils 
Staff 
Visitors 
Volunteers
	All animal cleaning and health care products are stored safely in accordance with COSHH regulations. 
People are only permitted to use low-risk products such as animal disinfectant wearing gloves.
· Fresh cuts and grazes are covered before working with health care products. 
	1
	5
	3
	Health and safety procedures during safety briefing at start of each session. Displayed throughout yard. COSSH cupboard locked and contains medicines and chemicals. First aid box point labelled and stocked
Request form completed for all children that lists allergies, if they can have animal interactions before attending.
Inform parents of first aid provided.
Staff to have completed first aid training kept up to date.
	LC
	1/7/2025
	17/2/2025

	Accidents 
Slips and trips 
	Pupils 
Staff 
Visitors 
Volunteers
	Appropriate first aid arrangements in place at all times 
Emergency procedure in place 
Suitable footwear to be worn 
Pupils entering the animal area to be limited to 4 at any time 
· The working areas to be kept as clear from trip hazards as possible, for example brooms, hose pipes and shovels will be cleared away immediately after use. 
· Staff to advise people of any risks or dangers on entry. Some areas to be clearly marked with barriers and cones.
	2
	4
	4
	Health and safety procedures during safety briefing at start of each session. Displayed throughout yard. 
Inform parents of first aid provided.
Staff to have completed first aid training kept up to date.
	LC
	1/3/2025
	17/2/2025

	Infections and notifiable diseases.
RIDDOR (Reporting of Injuries, Diseases, and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations 2013)
	Pupils 
Staff 
Visitors 
Volunteers
	· HSE poster visible to all people placed in visible view next to procedures display
· Follow procedure to contact HSE and government to report  Injuries, Diseases, and Dangerous.
· Contact plant and animal agency of any  Injuries, Diseases, and Dangerous
	1
	4
	2
	Health and safety procedures during safety briefing at start of each session. Displayed throughout yard. 
Request form completed for all children that lists allergies, if they can have animal interactions before attending.
Inform parents of first aid provided.

	LC
	1/7/2025
	18/5/2025

	Plant Machinery 
	Volunteers 
Pupils 
Staff
Visitors
	· Only operated by competent operatives with NVQ 3
· During times when no children (under 16) are on sight
· Correct PPE by operative and others when plant machinery is in operation.
· Gate to be closed once all people have arrived on site to ensure vehicles cannot enter un-knowingly.
· No unauthorised people allowed on plant machinery or to be climbed or played on.

	1
	5
	2
	Health and safety procedures during safety briefing at start of each session. Displayed throughout yard. 
Inform parents of first aid provided.
Training completed. 
	LC
	1/6/2025
	5/5/2025

	Delivery of items/supplies
Vans, cars and all vehicles
	Volunteers 
Pupils 
Staff
Visitors
	· All people to be stood in designated area to ensure safety from vehicles
· Designated manager to take delivery, ensure safety of site 
· Designated area identified for delivery
· Cars to be parked once entering site in designated area instructed by staff.
· Gate to be closed once all people have arrived on site to ensure vehicles cannot enter un-knowingly. 
	2
	5
	2
	Health and safety procedures during safety briefing at start of each session. Displayed throughout yard. 
Inform parents of first aid provided.
	LC
	1/6/2025
	15/5/2025

	Working at height and heavy manual handling
	Staff
	· No unauthorized person to be in use of ladders or scaffolding 
· Working on ladders or at height should only be completed by the manager (Laura). Ladders to be checked before use.
· Heavy manual handling to be completed by trained staff.
	1
	5
	1
	Training completed
	LC
	1/12/2025
	15/5/2025

	Legionella 
	Volunteers 
Pupils 
Staff
Visitors
	· Pipe work inspected and ensure short runs where possible
· No hot water or cold water tanks on site
· Hosepipe areas monitored
· Pond water not to be entered
· Water butts to be emptied on a weekly basis.

	1
	5
	1
	Water hygiene testing to be carried out if there are concerns about water safety, changes to the system, or if control measures are not working.

	LC
	1/3/2025
	17/2/2025

	Fire
	Volunteers 
Pupils 
Staff
Visitors
	· Assembly point clearly labelled
· Buildings and content insurance in place
· Fire extinguishers to be available on site and visible 
· Fire blanket kept next to first aid box in designated area
· Signing in and out book to be used to check all people who are on site are registered present
· Fire brigade to be called- 999 if required
· Only designated areas for fires within certain perimeters and are supervised by manager.
	1
	5
	1
	Health and safety procedures during safety briefing at start of each session. Displayed throughout yard. 

	LC
	1/3/2025
	17/2/2025

	Pond
Slippery / poorly defined pond edges / banks Pond location Inadvertent access Lack of supervision.  Pond dipping / pond use by pupils
· Slips, trips and falls Cuts and abrasions Drowning Injuries / access occur unnoticed
Hygiene

	Volunteers 
Pupils 
Staff
Visitors
	Design: 
· Edges of the pond clearly visible, no steep or slippery banks
· Deeper zone positioned away from the edges where access is not possible 
· The depth should be kept as shallow as possible. However the pond depth fluctuates throughout seasons 
· Pond regularly maintained to ensure that the perimeter does not become obscured and that the area around the pond does not deteriorate. 
· The pond is located so that it is visible from nearby school buildings. 
· Slip / tripping hazards eliminated from the surrounding area.
· Buoyancy aid at pond in emergency
· Signage not to enter pond
· Appropriate level of supervision in place taking into account age of pupils and any special needs. 
· Appropriate warning signs posted if applicable ( ‘No unaccompanied children’, ‘deep water’ etc)
· Edges that are open for access for pond dipping should be gently sloping, or flat and well defined
· Top field where pond is located is fenced to (1.1m high min) with lockable gate to deter unsupervised entry. Signage showing no unauthorised access.
· Instruction to children regarding use and behaviour 
· Good visibility for leaders to supervise and monitor whole area used 
· Avoid use of glass 
· Young people dipping are spaced well apart 
· Adequate provision for hand washing readily available. 
· Provide paper towels rather than communal hand towels.
· Do not allow children to touch any part of their face with their hands before hands are washed. 
· Younger pupils should be seen to wash their hands. 
· Cuts / abrasions covered with waterproof plaster 
· No eating in the pond area 
· Prevent access to the area by cats/dogs, check always made of the area to remove (hygienically) any faeces before children enter the area. 
· Any algal scum should be removed, avoiding skin contact. Pupils should be supervised carefully so that they have no opportunity to eat any parts of the plants growing in or around the pond.
· Appropriate clothing for conditions (including wellies, hats and suncream where necessary)
	1
	4
	3
	Health and safety procedures during safety briefing at start of each session. Pond rules displayed by pond 

	LC
	1/6/2026
	15/5/2025

	Poly tunnel 
	  Pupils – slips, trips, heat exhaustion, minor injuries 
  Staff – manual handling injuries, heat stress 
  Volunteers – cuts, trips, allergic reactions 
  Visitors – trips, heat-related illness

	  Slips, trips and falls on uneven, wet or muddy surfaces 
  Heat stress, dehydration or fainting in hot weather 
  Cuts or scratches from frame, fixings, tools or raised beds 
  Manual handling injuries from moving compost, plants or equipment 
  Allergic reactions to plants, soil, compost or fertilisers 
  Use of tools causing cuts or impact injuries 
  Poor ventilation leading to discomfort or respiratory irritation

	2


	3
	3
	What are you already doing?
· Poly tunnel checked regularly for damage, loose fixings or trip hazards
· Clear walkways maintained and kept free of tools and hoses when not in use
· Adequate ventilation provided by opening doors/sides in warm weather
· Access supervised at all times when children are present
· Pupils briefed on safe behaviour before entering the poly tunnel
· Appropriate footwear required (closed-toe, non‑slip)
· Limited number of pupils allowed in the poly tunnel at any one time
· Suitable tools provided and demonstrated before use
· No unauthorised access without staff supervision
  Display clear rules signage inside the poly tunnel 
  Ensure drinking water is available during warm weather 
  Monitor temperature and limit time spent inside during hot conditions 
  Reinforce manual handling guidance for soil, compost and watering cans 
  Ensure first aid kit is accessible nearby 
  Request form to include plant or soil allergies if relevant

	LC
	1/6/2026

	10/4/2026
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I confirm that | have read and understood this risk assessment.
I have been provided with appropriate information, training and equipment to carry out the tasks covered by t
1 have had the opportunity to ask any questions and seek clarification on this risk assessment.
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Risk Rating Matrix

Unlikely An injury or incident could happen, although unlikely. A 1in 100,000 chance of the hazardous event happening. 2
Fairly likely An injury or incident may happen. A 1 in 10,000 chance of the hazardous event happening. 3
Likely Itis foreseeable that an injury or incident will happen. A 1 in 1000 chance of the hazardous event happening 4
Very Likely Imminent possibility of injury or accident. A 1 in 100 chance of the hazardous event happening. 5

Minor Injuries only requiring on site first aid 2
Moderate Injuries that might require further medical attention and injuries that could lead up 3 days’ absence 3
Major Serious injury including broken limbs and injuries leading to over 7 days’ absence 4
Catastrophic Fatality 5
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" . - * » . Look to improve at next review or if there is a
significant change.

Review existing controls and make any improvements
identified within a specified timetable.

" s 10 BB .. cction | Te immediate action and stop activty if necessary,
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