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Liability Notice- Basic Safety Guidelines for Handling Horses

1. Always approach the horse from the side and speak to let him know you are there.  (The horse has two ‘blind’ spots – directly in front and behind him).
2. Don’t make loud noises or sudden movements around horses.
3. When walking round the back of the horse leave plenty of room.
4. When working around the horse (ie grooming or tacking up) stay close to the horse so that, in the unlikely event that the horse kicks, you will not receive the full impact.
5. Never wrap the lead rope or reins around your hand.
6. When leading the horse into a stable, always turn the horse towards you at the door before taking the headcollar off.
7. When turning a horse out in a field or paddock, always turn the horse’s head towards the fence before taking the headcollar off.  If more than one horse is being turned out, leave plenty of room between each horse and ensure everyone removes the headcollars at the same time.
8. If you are not happy working around the horse (ie picking up feet), or are unsure of what has been asked of you (ie tacking up or untacking), ask for help.
9. Always wear sensible footwear around horses.
10. Remember that jewellery (especially earrings, rings and necklaces) can get caught and could cause injury.
11. Always make sure loose clothing is buttoned / zipped up and cannot flap and frighten your horse.
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